Leibniz to Electress Sophie (6/16 December 1694)

Background: For many years Leibniz had a sporadic correspondence with Duchess
Benedicta Henrietta (1652-1730), wife of Leibniz's former employer, Johann Friedrich
(1625-1679), Duke of Brunswick-L tineberg. The correspondence generally focused on
matters of Catholic doctrine, which Leibniz knew to be of great interest to Benedicta. The
following letter to Sophie was accompanied by atext Leibniz had written on St.
Augusting’ s opinion on purgatory,* which was intended for Benedicta.

[A ] 10, p89]
To Madam the Electress of Brunswick, 6 December 1694
Madam

Sinceit issaid that purgatory is situated on the frontiers of the Kingdom of Pluto, |
enclose the opinion of agreat father of the Church on purgatory which | have looked
further into in order to satisfy Madam the Duchess,? together with the despatches that
le Courrier de Pluton has brought.® It is true that these despatches hardly please me.
They smack of scandalmongering too much, and keep too well theinfernal character,
without preserving the respect which is due to great Princes. Asfor purgatory, |
wanted to verify what | said recently to Y our Electoral Highness. [A | 10, p90] | have
exactly represented St. Augusting’ s opinion, drawn from his own words. From those
words it is obvious that he speaks about purgatory with uncertainty, and that therefore
it was not an article of faith in histime. And that therefore the Roman church has
changed in amatter of faith. | am with devotion,

Madam, to Y our Electoral Highness etc.
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! See A 1 10, pp90-3.

2 Duchess Benedicta Henrietta.

% Le Courrier de Pluton [The Mail from Pluto] was a satirical pamphlet in the form of letters written by
the dead to the living. The target of the satire was Louis XIV. See Emile Bourgeois and Louis André,
eds., Les Sources de I’ Histoire de France I V: Journaux et Pamphlets (Auguste Picard: Paris, 1924),
p331.



